










FIP Meeting: 78th Congress of  Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences 
(Glasgow, Scotland)

S On September 1st, WHO INN Programme Manager Dr. 
Rafaella Balocco and I were speakers at a symposium on 
biosimilars. 

S Dr. Balocco also gave a presentation to College of  
Pharmacy Deans on The School of  INN project that is 
intended to educate pharmacists and pharmacy students 
about non-proprietary names for medicines.

S There was a also presentation titled “Biosimilars and 
Biobetters: interchangeability issues for pharmacists, 
physicians and regulators” at which the speaker spoke in 
support of  distinguishable non-proprietary names. 

S Dr. Balocco was in attendance and was delighted; She 
shared that she is getting more positive about the future of  
the BQ proposal.
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FIP Draft Statement of  Policy: 
Therapeutic Interchange and Substitution

“If  appropriate, the use of  international non-
proprietary names (INN) for professional 
communications should be encouraged. 
Prescribers should be recommended to use the 
INN to avoid medication errors in 
prescribing/dispensing and to ensure patient’s 
safety/benefits. The national legislation of  the 
country should be taken into account. Along 
with the Good Pharmacy Practice principles, 
clarity with regard to the pharmaceutical 
product supplied such as tradename, batch 
number and expiry date should be provided by 
the pharmacist.”
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S

Thank You 
For Your Attention


