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he U.S. Preventive Ser-
vices Task Force, or USP-
STF, has updated its rec-

ommendations for breast cancer
screening with some sig-
nificant changes, includ-

ing a recommendation that
screening mammography

for women ages 40-49 !

who aren't at increased
risk for breast cancer be

pasis rather than being
scheduled routinely.
The AAFP's Com-
mission on Health of the |
Public and Science is
reviewing the evidence

decided on an individual L
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Breast Cance
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and recommendations for all of

the task force recommendations
regarding preast cancer screen-
ing and expects to have a posi-
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tion in the first quarter of 2010.

The USPSTF change isa
level C recommendation, which
means that although the USPSTF
recommends against
routinely providing
screening mammograms
and there is at least
moderate certainty that
the net benefit is small,
there may be consider-
ations that support pro-

viding them in individual
f patients.
The task force said

in its explanation of the
i recommendation change
= that it encourages indi-

crusted source for news

vidualized, informed decision-
making about when to start mam-
mography screening and that the
decision should take into account
patient context, including the
patient’s values regarding benefits
and harms.

Possible harms that can affect
all age groups include false-posi-
tive test results, overdiagnosis and
unnecessary earlier treatment,
USPSTF members said. However,
false-positive results are more com-
mon among women ages 40-49
than those in older age groups.

The USPSTF also recom-
mended a switch from annual to

See Breast Cancer Screening, page 2
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Mammogram Recommendations Draw Widespread Anger

By JOSEPH BROWNSTEIN ABC News Medical Unit
Nov. 18, 2009—

Doctors, Medical Centers, Former Patients Reject New Guidelines

New guidelines saying women between the ages of 40 and 50 should not receive mammograms |
for breast cancer have meta groundswell of rejection from many medical centers, breast cancer s
and numerous doctors -- SOme of whom have advised their patients to ignore the recommendati

The American Cancer Society and the American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology are amo
many groups that supported the old guidelines and have stood firmly by them since the United

Preventive Services Task Force released its new recommendations Monday evening.

The USPSTE, 2 panel of independent medical experts, said it was recommending against annua
mammograms for women berween the ages of 40 and 49, saying the risks ourweighed the bene
earlier screening. That announcement, which goes againsta trend of recommending increased s
cancer agencies, has left many confused.
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Mikulski Troubled by New Mammogram Recommendations

November 18, 2009

BALTIMORE, MD - U.S. Senator Barbara A. Mikulski (D-Md.), 2 senior member
Pensions Committee, today made the following statement about new mammogram
United States Preventive Services Task Force:

"I am deeply troubled by this report. It threatens the decades of progress we've m;
methods of breast cancer screening that saves lives. And it could give insurance co
to deny coverage to women yet another reason to do so.
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ASBM is shaping Biosimilars Policy in the U.S.
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The U.S. is following in the footsteps of Canada
and the E.U.

Health Sante
Canada Canada
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EUROPEAN MEDICINES AGENCY

SCIENCH MEDICINES HEALTH




Learning from the Canadian and European
Biosimilars Experience

Health Sante
Canada Canada

EUROPEAN MEDICINES AGENCY
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The global community of Patients cooperating...
to shape a Patient-centered Health Policy
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